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First, click on Start and then the pocket pigs icon to start the program. 

 
 

The following screen will appear (you may or may not see the Gilts, Work list, and 

testing icons based on which parts of the program you are using).  Next click on General. 
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The drop down shows a few choices.  Click on Choose language. 

 

 
 

This screen appears.  There are a lot of choices, but for English it is recommended to 

select the US flag.  Next, click OK.   
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Entering Sows 
Next, click on the Sows icon. 

 
 

A sow card appears. 
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To find a sow, use the up and down arrows or enter her number.  You can also enter a 

new sow this way.   

 
 

If the sow number is not currently in use, the program will ask to create a sow.  Press OK. 
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Enter the appropriate information.  Typically entry date, date of birth and breed are 

sufficient.  Click OK.  

 

 
 

A new sow card is created and the box under served is white (meaning that is the next 

event for this sow).  One way to enter a service event is to press and hold on the box 

under service.   
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This window appears.  Todays date is already entered, but can be changed.  Enter 

information in Boar 1, Boar 2, Boar 3, and make sure pregnant is check marked.  Click 

OK. 

 

 
 

Now the new sow has a service date and projected farrowing date.  Click OK.  This same 

process can be repeated for Weanings and Farrowings from the sow card.   
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Entering Sows in Groups 

 

First click on Worklist.   

 

 
 

This screen appears.  Click on Find in the lower left corner. 
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Click on Sows.   

 

 
 

This screen appears.  Click on the question mark (?). 
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This screen appears.  Click on create.   

 

 
 

This screen appears.  The number in the box beside sow is the highest number recorded 

in the database.  This is the default number, but it can be changed.  The box beside No is 

the number of pigs that you want to enter.  You can either leave the check mark in the 

box beside Edit or remove it.  If you leave it, after you click OK, the program will scroll 

through each animal‟s data entry screen for entries.  The information can be changed for 

each animal. 
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If you uncheck it, you will only see the data entry screen for entries once.  The same 

information that you enter will appear for all animals.   

 

 
 

When you click OK, this screen appears.  This is the normal data entry screen for 

entering a sow.   
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Information can be added or adjusted.  A handy trick is entering a negative number.  This 

number would reflect how old the sows are up entry and by placing a negative number in 

this cell, it will automatically deduct from the active date in the date entered (shown in 

the cell above DOB).   

 

 
 

When you press on OK, the correct date appears. 
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You can also enter other information such as the Breed.  Press OK when finished. 

 

 
 

This screen appears with the animals that have been entered.  Press OK.   
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This screen appears.  The words on this dialogue box that say “This will remove all 

animals” just means from this screen.  The information is in the database.   Press OK.   

 

 
 

You will return to this screen.   
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Entering Heat No Serves/Skipped in Box 
 

First, the sows need to be entered into the herd.  Next, they need to show signs of estrus.  

This event is entered into the PDA as a Supplemental registration.  To enter the 

supplemental registration, click on the sows icon. 

 

 
 

Enter the sow number and click Ok to go to the sow card. 
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Click on compress in the lower left corner.   

 

 
 

Click on Sup.Reg. 
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This screen appears.  If you press and hold on the white box below date the data entry 

screen for Supplemental Registration appears.   
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This is the data entry screen.  Press and hold on the white box beside code. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This screen appears.  In this case, code 15 is used for Heat No Serves.  Click on Heat No 

Serves so that it is highlighted and click OK.   
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This screen appears.  Click OK. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This screen appears with Heat No Serves shown on the right.  From here, you have two 

choices.  You can click OK or scroll through the sow numbers to enter more Heat No 

Serves.   
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Eventually you will enter all the Heat No Serves and you will need to press OK.  That 

will bring you back to this screen.  From here, click on the Work list icon. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This screen will appear.  Click on Find in the lower left corner.   
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This pop up window appears, click on Heat/SIB.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 22 

The animals you entered will appear on this list to be served.  This list is based on 20, 21, 

and 22 days after the Supplemental Registration is recorded.  These are the sows to serve.  

Press OK. 

 

 
 

Press OK on this screen and it will take you back to the main page of Pocket Pigs.   
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Entering Services on Worklist 

 

The other way to enter a service is through the Work list.  Click on Work list. 

 

 
 

This screen appears.  Click on Find in the lower left corner. 
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Click on Sows to Serve. 

 

 
 

Sows to Serv… appears in the lower left corner along with this screen.  Click in an 

appropriate box in the done column.  Here we will look at sow 07582.   
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This is the same screen from before and allows us to enter services.  Enter the appropriate 

information and click OK.   

 

 
 

The sow card appears.  Review the data and click OK. 
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This takes us back to the work list, but it is now check marked.   

 
 

If a sow does not appear on the worklist, click on the 0 in the middle of the screen at the 

bottom.   

 
This box will appear and if you click on +1, the list parameters are adjusted.  This process 

can be used on all of the worklists. 
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Entering Farrowings 

 

Next, click on Sows to Farrow.   

 

 
 

This screen appears.  For this example, click on the box under done for sow number 

12057.   
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This screen appears with the current date entered (it can be changed).   Enter the Born 

Alive (B.A.), Still Born (S.B.), Mummies (Mumm.).  Do not enter Foster‟s here.  Next, 

click OK.   

 

 
 

The sow card appears with a farrow date and will have the other information such as live 

born and dead born.  Click OK.   

 

 
There is now a check mark under Done and at the bottom it shows that 1 of 158 animals 

have recorded a Farrow event in the database.   
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Entering a nurse sow on the Pocket Pigs program 
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1
st
 Click on the Sows icon. 

 
 

 

Go to the sow that is being used as a nurse sow. 

 
 

 

 

In the lower left corner click on Compres… and then click on Weaned. 
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The following screen will appear with a Flex column and a check box on the right.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Place a check mark in the box under Flex.  You will notice a new row appear.   
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Enter the foster on event under supplemental registration (shown on page 35).  When the 

sow weans the second litter, the date needs to be entered under the Wean column and 

then enter the number (No) of pigs that were weaned.   

 

 
 

Click the enter button and the information is saved. 

Entering Weaning events in Pocket Pigs.   
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If you are on the Sows to Serve screen, you can click on „Sows to Serve‟ in the lower left 

corner and a pop up screen appears.  Next, click on „Sows to Wean‟. 

 
 

This box appears.  Click on one of the boxes under Done.  For this example use 10230. 

 
This screen appears with todays date.  Enter a Number of pigs weaned.  Click OK.   
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The sow card appears showing the weaning date and number.  Click OK.   
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The check mark appears in the box.  Along with the number of sows weaned and the 

number of piglets weaned.  Click OK.   
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Fostering and Dead Piglet events.   
Click on Sows.   

 
 

Click on Compress. 
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These choices appear.  Click on Supplemental Registration (Sup.Reg). 

 
 

This screen appears and go to the sow that had a piglet event.  Notice the white box under 

date.  Enter a date and press enter to add a new event.   
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Next, to enter the code associated with the event, press and hold on the box under code.   

 

 
 

This box appears with choices for removal reasons.  Piglet removal reasons are above the 

number 100.   
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Entering an abortion 
Abortions are also entered on the supplemental registration screen.  (If you need help 

getting to this screen refer to page 35).  Press and hold on the white box under Date. 

 
 

This data entry screen appears.  Enter the code and the number 1 in the No cell.  Press the 

OK button in the upper right corner.   
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When completed the following screen appears.   
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Creating a list of Preg. Check Negative (NIP) Sows 
 

On the PDA, from the main screen click on the Work list icon.   

 

 
 

On the screen that appears, click on Find in the lower left corner and choose 

Preg.checked NIP.   
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This list of sows that have been preg checked open (NIP).  These are the sows that have 

had the green check mark removed from the service event.  If you press and hold on a 

sow number, you will see her sow card.   

 

 
 

For example, look at sow 451.  Her farrow date is in red.  This indicates that the green 

checkmark has been removed and she is open.  Press and hold on the date under service.  

In this case, the number is 2583.   
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The data entry screen for this sow appears.  Notice that the green checkmark beside 

pregnant is not there.  That is why the farrow date in the previous screen was red.  Click 

OK twice.  

 

 
 

You will return to the NIP list.  Click OK again.   
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This screen appears asking you if you want to remove this list so you can go to the next 

screen.  Click OK. 

 

 
 

It brings you back to the main page for Pocket Pigs. 
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Marking sows to Cull 
 

First, we need to enter a supplemental registration.  To do this, click on the sows icon. 

 

 
 

Enter the sow number that you want to cull.  Press OK. 
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This will take you to the sow card.  Click on compress in the lower left corner. 

 

 
 

Click on Sup.Reg.  
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The supplemental registration list appears.  Press and hold on the white box below date.   

 

 
 

The data entry screen appears.  Press and hold on the box beside code. 
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The removal codes appear.  Click on Must be Culled and press OK. 

 

 
 

This box appears.  Press OK. 
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This screen appears and notice the words Must be Culled on the right that were 

automatically brought across.  Press OK 

 

 
 

This brings you back to the main page for Pocket Pigs.  To register the data that you just 

entered, you need to synchronize with the server.  This is described in more detail on 

page 54.  Connect to the PC or wireless access point and press the Agrosync icon.  When 

complete, you will be back at this screen.  To view the list, click on work list. 
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Click on find in the lower left corner. 

 

 
 

This option list appears, click on Must be Culled.   
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This list of animals to cull appears.  To view a sow card of one of these animals press on 

the sow number in the red box on the left.  
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This screen appears and the sow number is in red to indicate she should be culled.  Press 

OK.  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

This takes you back to the list of sows to cull.  Press OK. 
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This screen appears.  Press OK to go back to the main Pocket pigs page. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Removing a sow on the PDA 
 

Go to the sow card and press and hold on the box below removed (upper right corner).  A 

circular icon appears.  
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This data entry screen appears.  Enter the date, code1, code2, and click OK. 

 
Now the date appears in the removed box.   
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If you cannot remove a sow, she may not have weaned yet.  A sow can be removed after 

a service, but once she has farrowed, the piglets need to be fostered off and the sow needs 

to have a weaning event before entering a removal event. 
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Synchronizing with AgroSync to the server 
 

Click on the AgroSync icon from this screen. 

 
 

When data is being sent to the server, the screen will look like this. 
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This screen appears very briefly.   

 
 

This screen also appears very briefly.   
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When the updated data is going from the server to the PDA, this screen appears.   

 

 
 

This screen appears when the data transfer is complete.   
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When the data transfer is complete, does this screen appear?     

 

 
 

This particular error message means that these five mating‟s could not go into WinPig 

(the server) for one of the following reasons: 

 

1) The information has already been entered on another PDA. Check the sow card in 

WinPig and see if the data is there. 

 

2)   The last event on the sow does not allow a mating to be the next event. This may 

      be caused by the sow being culled from another PDA. Check the sow card. 

 

3) The date check in WinPig is not allowing the mating. (Please check WinPig (the 

server) to change date parameters). 
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Change date parameters 
Click on General.   

 
 

Click on Date check.   
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This list shows the parameters.  If you want to serve a sow the day after she is weaned, 

then change the 3 to a 1.   
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Entering Medicine treatments 
To get to this screen, click on the sow icon. 

 
 

Click on the „Compres…‟ in the lower left corner. 
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A pop up screen appears.  Click on Medicine. 

 
 

This screen appears and allows you to enter a sow number.   
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The medicine history for this sow appears.  Press on the white box under the date column 

to open a data entry screen.   

 
 

This screen appears with todays date.  Press and hold on the box beside J.Id. .   
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This screen appears.   

 
 

Select a medicine treatment by tapping on it.  Then click on OK in the upper right corner.   
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The journal id is entered.  Also enter the amount of medicine and person that treated the 

animal.  Click on OK in the upper right corner.   

 
 

This screen has had a couple of entries made to it.   
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After the data has been transferred, this same screen appears a little different.  We now 

have a red box under the removed column.  This is used to indicate that this sow‟s 

withdrawal time from medication will end on 3312.  She should not be culled until then. 

 
 

After you press OK, the following screen appears.  From here, click on Work list. 
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Click on find in the lower left corner and then on Medicine.   

 
 

This is a worklist for Medicine for the day after the first shot of Penicillin was 

administered.  Since this shot needs to be given on 3 successive days, she will also appear 

on a third days work list.  Place a checkmark in the box under done after giving her the 

shot.    
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Creating a worklist for daily services 
 

To create a list of sows that were served through the week, we need to create a work list.  

To do this, go to General and work list.   

 
 

This screen appears.  Click on the down arrow to create a new list.   
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This screen appears.   

 
 

Type in „Served this Week‟ and press enter to save it.  Make changes to the appropriate 

cells to create this work list.   
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To check this list, go to worklist.   

 
 

Click on find in the lower left corner and then „Served this Week‟.   
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A work list like this appears and lists the sows served during the week.   
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Example of Group Entry for Supplemental Registration 

(Abortions) 

 
In this example, we are going to do a Supplemental Registration as a Group or Batch 

entry for Abortions.  First, click on Work list. 

 

 
 

This screen appears, click on the R to enter sow numbers. 
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This screen appears allowing individual sow numbers to be entered. 

 

 
 

This screen has 7 sows entered. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 75 

 

Next, click on the question mark on the bottom of the screen.  Click on Done and 

Sup.Reg.   

 

 
 

This screen appears and is looking for the code from supplemental registration. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 76 

This example uses the number 10 for abortion.  In the number box, enter 1.  After 

entering the numbers, click Ok in the upper right corner.  This places an abortion 

supplemental registration for each sow in this list. 

 

 
 

The next step is removing the check mark for pregnancy.  You can go to each sow card 

individually, but you already have this list of sows and if you press on the box under 

done, it will take you directly to an individual sow card. 
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From the sow card, you need to show the served screen.   

 

 
 

This lists the services and shows the check mark.   
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Remove the check mark.  Repeat this process to remove the check marks for pregnancy 

for each of the sows on the list.  
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Saving a worklist  
Click on worklist and go to the Sows to Serve Worklist.  Next, click on the question mark 

and then on the word „save‟.   

 
 

This screen appears and allows you to save a worklist. 
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Performing a soft reset for the PDA 
 

If the PDA locks up for an unknown reason, it may need to have the operating system 

reset.  To do this, take the stylus and insert it into a small hole on the PDA.  On the HP 

110 model, the small hole is right below the on/off button on the right side of the PDA.   
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PIC data entry for Services, Farrowings, and Mummies 
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To enter a mummy, go to the supplemental registration.  Press and hold on the white box 

below date.   
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A data entry screen appears.  The mummy code needs to be inserted. 

 

 
 

In this case, code 8 is used for a mummy.   
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Monsanto data entry for Services 
 

If the same error message  keeps coming up then use the explorer on the PDA to go to the 

Program Files/AgroSoft folder and delete the error.txt file. 
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The differences between BRG and the other farms is that they need to enter the Genetic 

line of the boar (GPK1) in the Boar 1 column, the number of times the sow was served in 

the Boar 2 column, and the person responsible for the first service in the Boar 3 column.  

They still need to check mark pregnant.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, on the data entry for farrowing, the screen will look similar to this.  The 

difference is that at the farm, it will say Mummies instead of Female.   

 

For data entry here, the current date will automatically be entered (change if necessary).  

Enter the Live born, Dead born (same as stillborn), and Mummies. 
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In the Dead column, it needs to be a total of stillborn and mummies.  So in this example, 

there were 2 Stillborn and 1 Mummy.  The dead column is recorded with 3 and the 

mummy column has 1.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of worklists 
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